WASHINGTON’S 20 HIGHEST MAJOR MOUNTAINS
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High, higher and highest:
Washington's tallest peaks

ks . . By STEVE FRY
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Little Tahoma’s west ridge (Nos. 13 and
15) have no apparent climbing record. In
fact, because of the very rotten rock on
Little Tahoma’s west ridge, I wouldn’t be
surprised if the Middle Horn (estimated
elevation 10,580 feet) is presently
unclimbed.

The second list, shown graphically
above, is a compilation of Washington’s
20 highest major mountains. By defini-
tion, major mountains are significant
peaks, usually being the highest in their
local area. Most seasoned climbers prob-
ably have ascended a fair percentage of
these top 20 peaks. But I am sure that a
number of mountain enthusiasts aren’t
too familiar with Mount Fernow, Black
Peak and North Gardner Mountain.

A few high and popular mountains
such as Little Tahoma, Mount Maude
and Boston Peak don’t appear on the sec-
ond list because they lack sufficient
prominence and are only submajor
mountains. Each of these mountains is
attached to a higher major mountain:
Rainier, Fernow and Buckner, respec-
tively. Of course, landforms do not have
to be geographically major mountains to
be popular with climbers, examples being
El Capitan, Snow Creek Wall and
Peshastin Pinnacles.

Some warnings are in order for those
who plan to climb any of these peaks.
First, rockfall danger is present in vary-
ing degrees on all of these mountains.
Second, these landforms soar far above
timberline, and thus could quickly be
engulfed in life-threatening storms.
Finally, no mountain should be underes-
timated, and only those properly
equipped, trained and experienced should
set out for a mountain’s airy summit.

B Steve Fry, a trained geologist, is a data
specialist for the Puget Sound Air Pol-
lution Control Agency. Recent articles
by Fry on the measurement of moun-
tains appear in Summit magazine,
January-February 1987, and Signpost,
April 1987.

Marj Domenowske

Mt. Redoubt in the North Cascades — at 8,956 feet, tied with North Gardner
Mountain as the 15th highest peak in Washington state.
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